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Emperor by way of reprisal confiscated the papal patrimony
and attached to the diocese of his Patriarch Sicily, Byzantine
Italy, and Illyricum. This seizure anticipates, it is contended,
the policy of Photius and of Cerularius: the heresy of Leo
III and of Constantine V led the Popes to betray the Empire
and to throw themselves into the arms of the Franks. In
short, Leo the Isaurian, when he tore down the icon of the
Christ from the Brazen Gate, had conjured up Charlemagne
seventy years before his time—that Western Emperor who
as an imperial rival was to be the great scandal to Byzantine
pride! But this conception of history is legendary. It is not
Byzantine heresy which has emancipated the Papacy from
the Basileis. The Popes of the eighth century never dreamed
of freeing themselves from the sovereignty of the Emperor
until it was proved that Byzantium had neither the strength
nor the leisure to defend them against Lombards and Arabs.
The religious question counted for nothing. The true touch-
stone of the sentiments of the Papacy is the attitude of the
Pope in 753—4 at the moment when Constantine V had
assembled his great Iconoclast Council. Pope Stephen II so
far from anathematizing the Emperor appealed to him for
the dispatch of a fleet with reinforcements. The Pope,
perfectly loyal to an Emperor at once 'heretic and perse-
cutor*, would not have asked for anything better than to
remain such a loyal subject. If Stephen II did decide to
betray Byzantium and call the Franks to his aid, that is
solely because Constantine V was compelled to employ all
his land and sea forces in his struggle against the Arabs and
the Bulgars. Besides this, it is easy to show that the cause of
the images, as Byzantium knew it, was not espoused by the
West. If the heresy of the Isaurians had indeed produced
the disaffection of the West, one should have seen in the
West a movement of sympathy for Orthodoxy when it
triumphed after the Council of 787. But almost the exact
contrary actually occurred: the bishops of Charlemagne
found that Byzantium of the Iconodules—the champions of
the icons—was at least as much in the wrong as had been
Byzantium of the Iconoclasts. The Pope himself was less
unjust, and down to the time of Nicholas I, the enemy of
Photius, it does not appear that either the confiscation of

